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A Message from Qld State Archives 
Hi all,  

While Josephine has been on holidays enjoying a well-deserved 
break I have been enjoying the various challenges that come along 
with this role. 
 
We are in the process of developing online training for 
recordkeeping awareness and we would like your assistance to 
incorporate images from around Qld into the module. The photos 
could be of architecture, flora or fauna, bridges or anything in your local area that you believe 
encompasses Queensland. If you work for a Qld public authority, are a photographer (i.e. own a smart 
phone!) and would like your photo included in the training module send them through to 
rkqueries@archives.qld.gov.au by COB Thursday 5th April. The successful photos will be announced 
in the next edition of QCN and will feature in our upcoming training which we will discuss in more 
detail over the coming months. (The images must not contain any identifiable people and must be 
available to be used and shared commercially. If they do contain people just check if you need their 
consent before sending it in). 
 
Last of all I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Easter with your friends and families. 

~ Kylie Good (A/Director - Government Recordkeeping) 

Quote of the moment: 
“It is a very sad thing that nowadays there is so little useless information.” 

               - Oscar Wilde 

Industrial Relations Changes in GRDS  

You may or may not have already heard about the industrial relations changes to the GRDS. If not, -
here’s what you need to know.  

Back in March 2016, Queensland got a new Industrial Relations Act. 
The game changer in the new legislation is that there is now a reverse onus of proof requirement, 
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meaning in the event of a dispute, the employer will have to prove 
the decision was justifiable. 

These disputes or applications have to be made within specific 
timeframes – between 21 days (dismissal) and 6 years (all 
others).  

The changes meant that some classes in the GRDS Common 
Activities, Industrial Relations and Workforce Management 
sections were out of date. Most of the retention periods have 
increased from 5 years to 7 years to make sure records are kept 
long enough so people can make those applications mention 
above. 

You can find out more about the changes in our blog and the disposal authorisation change history 
table. 

You should point out to your relevant HR areas that these records will now need to be kept and 
managed longer than previously. The GRDS Lite has not been affected because the shortest 
retention period for this function is 7 years.  

Digital Archiving Program – Update  
Thanks to everyone who attended the DAP Agency Briefing on 
Thursday 1 March 2018. It was great to be able to discuss the scope 
of the program and share progress with the group. If you were 
unable to attend and would like to receive the slides, please contact 
DAP at DAPInternal@dsiti.qld.gov.au. 

The program reached a milestone earlier this month with the release 
of the Refined Offer Invitation (ROI) on 9 March. This follows week-
long interactive Competitive Dialogue sessions with each shortlisted 
offeror. These sessions gave offerors the opportunity to gain more 
detailed understanding of the State’s requirements and for the State 
to gain more detailed understanding of offeror capability, approach 
to implementation and contract management. The offerors are now able to respond to the ROI with a 
more informed proposal for the evaluation teams to assess. This thorough and interactive approach to 
procurement is important since the State is seeking a long-term, as-a-service arrangement.   

Recordkeeping Standards Review  
Just a reminder that formal consultation on the Recordkeeping 
Policy has opened! 
 
The documents live on the QGEA consultation page on the 
QGCIO website (you will have to log in to see the current 
consultation page). All government agencies can go to the QGEA 
consultation page to download the consultation documents. 

For non-government authorities (other jurisdictions, industry 
bodies, and consulting agencies etc.) that would like to provide feedback please email 
rkqueries@archives.qld.gov.au  and we will send you the documents. If you are from a government 
agency and are experiencing difficulties accessing the QGEA consultation page, please email 
qgcioweb@qgcio.qld.gov.au. 
 
Formal consultation closes on 17th April 2018. 
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Recordkeeping in the News 
QSA has not written the following articles but think there is 
value in sharing them with the recordkeeping community. 

 

News from Australia:  

 Government's dumb data disasters demonstrate decaying 
diligence, ZDNet, 12 March 2018 

 Graphic crime scene images could help loved ones deal with grief, ABC News, 21 February 
2018 

 What is cryptojacking? How to prevent, detect, and recover from it, Computerworld, 9 February 
2018 

News from Overseas:  

 Inslee vetoes controversial legislative public records bill, The News Tribune, 7 March 2018 

 EPA and National Archives sued over Scott Pruitt's recordkeeping habits, Government 
Executive, 23 February 2018 

 The incredibly compelling case to rethink records retention in 2018 and beyond, Business Law 
Today, 12 February 2018 

Source Records is Here!   
It’s been a long time in the making but the new source records 
disposal authorisation is finally here. You will find the new disposal 
authorisation 2074 under Common Activities in the GRDS. 

Disposal authorisation 2074 covers physical records that have 
been digitised or converted in some way, like paper to digital or 
even microfilm to digital. To be able to use this disposal 
authorisation there are a number of conditions that need to be met 
and a number of exclusions to observe. We have worked hard to 
simplify the conditions, giving you more flexibility in the way you go about achieving compliance. We 
know that you know your business requirements best so we have put you in the driver’s seat, giving 
you the space to determine what you need to do based on your business needs. 

If you did a lot of work getting a digitisation disposal program up and running under the old 
requirements, all is not lost.  If you had a digitisation disposal policy (as per the old requirements) or 
digitisation procedures - you will be able to use these as part of your defensible process.  You will just 
need to double check if there is anything that needs updating or expanding in order to meet the new 
conditions and exclusions.  

And a final reminder to make sure you are no longer using the General Retention and Disposal 
Schedule for Original Paper Records that have been Digitised QDAN 656 v.2, the Digitisation 
Disposal Policy (DDP) and the Microfilming Disposal Policy.  These have been revoked and can no 
longer be used to authorise the disposal of source records.   

For further information about Source Records read our blog post, the Tale that was the digitisation 
disposal policy.  
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Citizen Archivists Unite!  
This month, QSA launched an exciting Citizen Archivist 
venture into online crowdsourcing using the DigiVol 
platform!  

DigiVol was developed by the Australian Museum in 
collaboration with the Atlas of Living Australia. The 
platform connects their 2800+ registered volunteers with 
online transcription, indexing and other data gathering 
projects created by institutions from all over the world. 
QSA’s expeditions are aimed at improving the 
discoverability of our collection by harnessing the 
potential of the DigiVol platform. 

QSA’s third expedition – Rockhampton Orphanage and Receiving Depot Admission Register – is now 
active! This register records details of children entering the Rockhampton Orphanage between 1871 
and 1909. DigiVol’s volunteers will be transcribing names, dates and other details for publication as a 
fully searchable index on QSA’s website (via the Queensland Government’s Open Data Portal). Click 
here to sign up and give it a go! 

We’ve been blown away by the response to our first two expeditions – Diamantina Orphanage and 
Meteor Park Orphanage Admission Registers, which were completed in 10 days and 48 hours 
respectively. Watch out soon for more expeditions, Citizen Archivists! 

Digital signatures  

We are currently looking at how we may be able to implement digital 
signatures for the various documents that you need to sign and send 
back to us – e.g. delegation of authority form, application to dispose 
of damaged public records etc. 

We really want to know if any of you have already implemented digital 
signatures in your agency, and if so how you do it and what you use 
them for.  We’ve posted this as a topic on CORIM so head over there 
to post your feedback. If you haven't already joined CORIM, find out 
how you can sign up. 

Just a reminder, we’re only in the research stages so we can’t guarantee it’ll work for everyone or at 
all but we’re trying. 

CORIM the Forum >> 

MOG Toolkit  
Our machinery-of-government and administrative change toolkit was four years in the making, but it 
was finally released at the end of last year. We’ve tried to make sure it covers the majority of issues 
that may arise and considerations you need to think about when going through a MOG change. 

There are 9 webpages and 4 workflow diagrams that make up the toolkit. The 4 workflow diagrams 
cover the 4 main stages of a change: 
1.       Find out what’s going on 
2.       Identify the records involved and what’s happening with them 
3.       Figure out what the recordkeeping requirements are and come to an agreement 
4.       Transfer the records (if necessary) and manage them after the change. 

https://volunteer.ala.org.au/
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The workflows are designed as guides to help you through the change and decide what you need to 
do. Most of the steps in the workflow are supported by advice on the various webpages, so if you 
need more information about a step or decision, then you can click the link in the workflow and read 
the related advice. 

The 9 webpages are separated by major topics, such as custody and ownership, agreements, types 
of change etc. They’re also ordered based on how you’d work through a change. You can use the 
advice pages to support the steps in the workflows or read all or some of them as standalone advice. 
We’ve tried to make it so that you can dig as deep or as shallow as you need to depending on the 
type of change you’re going through and how experienced you are. 

You can find the MOG toolkit on the website. For more information about the toolkit, read our blog 
post The MOG Blog (The Sequel). 

As always, if you need help with working through a change, contact us and we’ll do what we can.  

Contact Form >> 

From the Archives - Sweet Start for 

Sugar  
In 1864 Captain Louis Hope opened Ormiston, Queensland’s first 
commercial sugar mill located in the Redland Shire district. 

Hope’s efforts producing and selling sugar inspired other 
Queenslanders to enter the industry. Towards the end of 1867, 2000 
acres of sugar cane had been cultivated in the Brisbane region. It 
became increasingly evident that Queensland’s climate was highly 
favourable to the growth of sugar cane, encouraging the industry to 
continue to spread north. Mills were built at Maryborough and 
Mackay in 1866, Bundaberg in 1872 and Cairns in 1882. 

As the industry continued to prosper, many commentators and 
plantation owners argued that as ‘white’ labourers could not perform 
heavy labour in the tropical heat, Pacific Islander workers should be 
brought to Queensland to provide vital labour. 

The image to the right is Submission by the Legislative Assembly 
Chamber to Governor George Bowen regarding the grant of land under lease, with the right to 
purchase, for the growth and production of Sugar and Coffee in Queensland, 23 August 1864 
(Queensland State Archives Digital Image ID 2927). 

Meet the QSA Team 
Jessica Freckelton - Research Officer/Queries 

Champion  
Jess is a Research Officer in the Government Recordkeeping team. 
Jess is our RK Queries champion and has a passion for sewing. 
Jess used to work in libraries and when the library amalgated with 
the records team she split her time between the two. Shortly after 
she found herself joining the team at QSA. Jess would love to spend 
more of her time sewing! 
          
Favourite book: Too many to choose from but Our man in Havana 
by Graham Greene and The Shipping News by E. Annie Proulx are 
definite favourites. When my children were little I always hoped they 
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would pick Wombat Divine and The miraculous adventures of Edward Tulane for their bedtime story. 
 
Favourite movie: House of sand and fog with Jennifer Connelly and Ben Kingsley. If you like heavy 
movies, you might enjoy this one – an unwillingness to compromise ends, inevitably and irreversibly, 
in tragedy. 
 
Favourite quote: I justify my fabric stash to no-one! 

 

 
QSA Website - Records Connect Blog - Subscribe to QCN - CORIM (Forum) - QSA Facebook - QSA 4gov Twitter  
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